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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LIFE AND CHARAC- 
TER OF JESUS CHRIST. 


PIETY OF OUR SAVIOUR. 
(Concluded from page 83.) 


'T'HE necessary wish of an instructor is to have teachable and 
ready pupils. But our Lord for wise reasons, chose for his disciples 
uneducated men, who, however honest and well-disposed, were, 
through ignorance, apt to mistake him. With these persons he spent 
the largest part of his time. He instructed them with the greatest 
patience; and never said any thing more severe than is implied in 
such inquiries as the following: Are ye also without understanding ? 
How is it that ye do not perceive ? 

Returns of baseness and treachery from our intimates, whom we 
have served, will wring complaints from the mildest and most gentle. 
It is not an enemy, the injured person exclaims, that hath done me 
this unkindness, for then I could have borne it: but it was even thou, 
my companion, my guide, and mine own familiar friend. Warnings 
could not recall, nor generosity soften the traitor Judas. When our 
Lord gave him up as lost, it was without reproaches: he said only, 
“ what thou doest do quickly.” When he was by this maa delivered 
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to the Jews, his reproof was, Companion, wherefore art thou come ? 
Betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss ? 

A good man, whose office it is to instruct others, will be grieved 
when his charitable labours are lost, and those whom he addresses 
prove stubborn. During our Saviour’s ministry, how small was his 
success! How was he set at nought by an unbelieving generation ? 
‘Though this deeply affected him, as we perceive by the complaints 
which he uttered, and the just anger which he expressed on some 
occasions, he was yet resigned, and continued his endeavours to win 
men to faith and obedience. 

To be injured in our reputation, and be the objects of malicious 
calumny, is a great trial of human patience. Never was any one 
more defamed and slandered than our Saviour. Yet he was ready 
to relieve, to instruct, and to pardon his calumniators. 

To see multitudes, and especially our own countrymen, involved 


. ingreat calamity, and this through their own fault, isa great afflic- 


tion to a benevolent man. This affliction our Lord was called to 
endure. Witness his passionate lamentation over the unhappy city 
Jerusalem ; and his frequent expressions of concern at the days of 
vengeance which were coming upon his country. Under this pain- 
ful trial he needed and exercised the spirit of resignation. 

Future evils, when we see them coming, aud are sure that we can- 
not escape them, become present sufferings. Jesus foresaw all the 
horror which awaited him, and was cast down at the prospect. As his 
death drew near, he said, “ now is my soul troubled; and what shall 
Isay? Father, save me from this hour: but I came on purpose for 
this hour.” (John xii. 27.) On the evening before his passion, he 
was troubled in spirit, and testified and said, “ Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, that one of you shall betray me.” A‘terwards he began 
to be sorrowful and very heavy, and said, “ My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.” In 
ail this hard conflict, which he endured within himself, this extreme 
dejection, this ear, anguish, and consternation, no impatient word 
fell from his mouth; nothing that did not express a perfect submission 
to the will of God. 

Death in any form is usually unacceptable. A death attended 
with torture and infamy is terrible indeed. Distressivg and ignomi- 











@F JESUS CHRIST: 99 


nious as the death of Jesus was, he met it with humble resignation to 
the will of God, yet not without that dislike, those fears, that con- 
cern and dejection, to which natural infirmity makes the best of per- 
sons liable. 

“Would we learn to act as we ought under the evils that may pro- 
bably some time or other overtake us? We need no other books be- 
sides the New Testament, and no other example than our Saviour’s to 
instruct us. His sufferings, and his conduct under them, supply one of 
the most agreeable and most useful meditations that can occupy our 
minds, especially if we ourselves are in any of the same hard cir- 
cumstanees. To reflect upon the majestic and splendid parts of his 
life and character affords not the same reliefto adejected mind. To 
view him commanding all nature, saying to the sea and to the winds, 
Peace, be still, and to the dead, Come forth; to view him striking to 
the ground those who came to take him, by only saying, I am he, and 
rising triumphant from the grave, and ascending in the clouds to hea- 
ven; to yiew him thus, will excite our reverence, and confirm our be- 
lief in him ; but there is nothing in all this that we can imitate and 
apply to ourselves. It is peculiarly instructive and pleasing, to view 
him where he appears as one of us; as much distressed and as little 
regarded as one of us can be; to consider him possessing no- 
thing, and attended with a few friends, almost as poor as him- 
self ; enduring hunger, thirst, cold, and weariness ; slandered and re- 
viled, despised and betrayed, scourged and crucified ; to consider 
him bearing affliction, not with stoical scorn aud unconcern, as 
though he neither felt pain, nor was sensible of injuries; but deeply 
affected with fear and horror, with sorrow and despondency ; bending 
to the earth under the heavy hand of God, offering up prayers 
and supplications with strong crying and tears; and almost ask- 
ing what, as he well knew, was not to be obtained; to see him thus 
compassed about, as with afflictions, so also with human infirmities ; 
to see him in all these trials, persisting in an uniform obedience 
to God; exercising the utmost charity and long-suffering towards 
men, towards his enemies and persecutors, encountering evils, most 
disagreeable to human nature, with patience and silent meekness, 
without repining and without murmuring.” 

We have considered some instances in which the piety of our 
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Lord appeared; in the following section we shall view -him in his 
ready obedience to his Father’s will, and particularly, in his exempla- 
ry worship of God, his attention to positive duties, and his treatment 
of places, times, and objects, having a relation to the service of the Su- 
preme Being. May we approve and imitate the bright example 
which is set before us. Our Lord and Master was careful to form 
and express right and worthy apprehensions of the Deity. Let us en- 
deavour te view him in his true character. May we acknowledge 
God in all our ways. May we desire to please, fear to offend, 
and labour to resemble him , and at all times, in all circumstances, be 
able to say with sincerity, Not our will, but thine, O God, be done ! 


ON THE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 
(Concluded from page 86.) % 


“ THERE is, in this view of the Lord’s day, something so wonder- 
fully awful and magnificent, that one would think it almost impossi- 
ble for any man to resist the inclination he must find in himself to join 
in this general assembly of the human race: “to go with the mul- 
titude,” as the Psalmist expresses it, “into the house of God;” 
and to take part in a solemnity so striking to the imagination, so 
suitable to the majesty of heaven, so adapted tothe wants, the necessi- 
ties, the infirmities, the obligations, and the duties of a created and a 
dependent being.” Yet, “we see continually, that the most trivial 
pretences of weather, of indispésition, of business, of company ; 
pretences which would not be suffered to interfere one moment with 
any favourite pursuit or amusement, are thought reasons of suffi- 
cient weight to justify us in slighting the express commands, and de- 
serting the service of our Maker and Redeemer.” 

Instead of failing into this criminal indifference and neglect, let 
me beseech you habitually to “ consider one another to provoke un- 
to love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of yourselves 
together, as the manner of-some is.” Be “glad, when they say unto 
you, let us go into the house of the Lord,” and “ take the most 
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earnest heed to the things which you hear, lest at any time you 
should let them slip.” Dismiss not, when you leave the courts of 
the Lord, the impressions of seriousness which may have been made 
upon your minds; nor lose the remembrance of the important truths, 
to which you have listened. This reminds us, 

A. That the duties of the Sabbath do net end with the public ser- 
vices of the day. Deep reflection should follow, as well as precede 
our solemn approaches to God. To retire from his presence in @ 
thoughtless frame of levity, and, as too often happens, plunge imme- 
diately into frivolous conversation, dissipating amusement, er world- 
ly business, is a daring affront to his authority, and a fatal obstruc- 
tion to our improvement. Such persons, “ like the man beholding 
his natural face in a glass, behold themselves and go their way, and 
straightway forget what manner ef men they were.” This is one of 
the most common and influential causes of that shameful insensibility 
to divine things, which so generally prevails among mankind. “The 
cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, 
and they become unfruitful.” 

When you seek light and counsel in sublunary concerns, you do 
net turn from your advisers, and think no more of the subject. You 
view and review it, in all its different aspects, relations, and depen- 
dencies ; and you spare neither time nor pains fully to understand 
and advantageously to apply it. Pursue the same course in quest 
of religious instruction; employ the retired hours of each successive 
Sabbath in pondering the lessons you receive, in testing your hearts 
and lives by the oracles of divine truth, in imploring grace and assist- 
ance to see and forsake your errors; and “ your path, like the shi- 
ning light, shall shine more and more unto the perfect day.” For 
“if thou turn away thy feet from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honoura- 
ble; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: Then shalt thou 
delight thyself in the Lord, and I will cause thee to ride upon the 
high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob 
thy father; for the month of the Lord hath spoken it.” 
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THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON. 


Tuts edifice was erected on Mount Moriah, in the month Zif, 
which answers to our April, in the year of the world 2992. The 
preparation for it by David and Solomon amounted to the immense 
sum of 939,299,687 pounds sterling, and in weight to about 46,000 
tons of gold and silver. But, in order to raise this structure, Solo- 
mon by letter solicited the assistance of Hiram, king of Tyre, of 
whose friendship to the house of David, he had previously received 
the highest assurance. This proposal was cheerfully accepted; and 
Hiram engaged workmen to dig stone, cut down cedar, fir, and algum 
trees, and to convey the timber over sea on rafts, ready hewn, cut, 
and squared, so that on their arrival they might be worked into the 
building, without the sound of the axe or hammer being heard. He 
also sent Hiram Abiff, a skilful artist, every way competent to en- 
grave, embroider, and cast; so that Solomon might possess every 
useful and ornamental material to prosecute his important design. 

Under the auspices of heaven, by the labour of 183,600 Jews and 
Gentiles, the foundation of this temple was laid, the walls erected, 
and the whole completely finished in the month Bul, which answers 
to our October, in the year 2999. 

As design is the first and most essential branch of architecture, 
it may be asked, by whom was the plan and elevation of this build- 
ing formed? Not by Hiram; nor was it the production of any hu- 
man artist. The division of the plan was principally taken from the 
Tabervacle; the pattern of which was shown to Moses by Jehovah 
on the mount. The order of architecture, with the completion of 
the edifice, was revealed by God to David, who communicated the 
same to Solomon his son. 

It is, however, matter of regret, that (Time having thrown his sable 
mantle over the ruias of this ancient pile,) we are incapable of pre- 
senting you with a description of the express order in which the co- 
Jumns and other parts of the building were raised. However, it may 
not be unacceptable to the reader, by meditation to enter this 
venerable habitation, and review its several apartments, 
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Passing over an extensive pavement ef stone, bya flight of steps 
we enter a porch of twenty’ cubits broad, and one hundred and twen- 
ty high, forming a kiud of steeple to the house. Instantly on our en- 
trance, we fix our eye upon two brazen pillars, of thirty-five cubits 
high. That on the right hand is called Jachin, or stability; the 
other on the left is named Boaz, or strength. These columns’ are 
richly ornamented, having on the top of each a chapiter of five cubits, 
covered with net work of exquisite taste; around which are formed 
chains of pure gold, bearing the figures of two hundred pomegranates. 
The floor of this porch is laid with cedar, covered with plates of gold. 
This portico was designed as a place of shelter, and of prayer, for 
the serving priests; or, as others imagine, it was appropriated for the 
use of the women. 

By another flight of stairs we are conducted through the east door 
to the sanctuary. The measure of this holy place appears to be 
forty cubits long, twenty broad, and thirty high. The floor is laid 
with plank of cedar, covered with gold. The walls, which were 
raised with alternate rows of stone and cedar beams, are cased with 
boards of cedar, and overlaid with pure gold; the whole ornamented 
with knops, flowers, chains, palm-trees, and cherubims, richly gar- 
nished with precious stones. ‘{hree rows of windows, in an opposite 
direction, afford a degree of light suited to the sacred abode. Around 
this sacred dome galleries are erected, the back of which is secured 
by rests, and the front by stately pillars. In these galleries 2re form- 
ed a number of chambers, each having a winding stair-case, intended 
for the accommodation of the priests, and as repositories for sanctuary 
furniture. Casting our eyes above, we behold an arched roof; 
covered with plates of gold, decorated with palm-trees, spangled with 
costly jewels. The furniture of this sacred place is worthy of admi- 
ration. At the west end stand ten golden candlesticks of curious 
workmanship; and on each side of the room are arranged the ten ta- 
bles of show-bread ; and in the midst of these arises the golden altar 
ofincense. How venerable is this abode! Who can survey its va- 
rious parts, and behold its furniture, without admiring the Builder's 
skill! 

(To be continued.) 











THE WAY OF SALVATION. 


NEW-yoRK, Jury 21, 1812. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


Sir. 

OxseRvinc in your valuable publication, a demand for an essay 
on the way of salvation, I take the liberty of presenting to you the fol- 
lowing, to be introduced if you approve. Having a desire for the 
good of the kingdom, I will, (God permitting,) in a few days trans- 
nit you a few remarks on “ The Way of Holiness.” 

I am, sir, your obedient servant,——V. 


THE WAY OF SALVATION. 


Tuar Salvation and the way of it, are matters of importance to 
all, is acknowledged by every one who enjoys the blessing of spirit- 
ual life. Salvation implies ability in the deliverer, and, consequent- 
Jy, none in the delivered, to whom it is administered as a favour: 
and our opinion of its excellency will be regulated by the danger 
averted, the dignity of the Saviour, the meanness and obscurity of 
the object saved, and the happiness procured, “ The way of salva- 
tion,” is. an expression synonymous with others in the scriptures; 
which metaphorically, but strongly expresses Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, as the grand medium of peace unto the guilty children of men, 
Condescending to the capacities of his disciples and hearers, during 
his abode on earth, Jesus delineated his character to them, under 
various figures, taken from the rituals and customs of the time, as 
well as their habits of life. Hence, we find our Lord denominating 
himself “ the Way” unto the Father. John xiv. 6. And again, “ I 
am the Door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” 
Chap. x. 9. Both of these declarations bear the same import. One 
refers to the ceremonial way, or medium of acceptance, through the 
high priests, who, under the law, presented blood within the vail, 
The other is substantially the same, which is illustrated by the para- 
ble of the good shepherd, and his care over the sheep; an occupa. 
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tion well known among the Jews, and especially those of the moré 
wealthy class. Such were the methods taken, to familiarize the glo- 
ry of salvation and the way of it, even the plan, devised in the eter- 
nal councils, for the benefit of men; and to animate the Christian: 
with motives of obedience. 

Our Lord, in avowing himself the way to the Father, has a spe- 
cial allusion to the symbolical way of acceptance under the cerimonial 
law; when the high priest entered into the holy of holies, with blood, 
once in a year, to make atonement for the pollutions of the people. 
Of this priest Christ was the antitype; for when he declared himself 
the way tothe Father, he was on the eve of fulfilling the things 
written in the law concerning him, and contemplated the immediate 
approach of his awful sufferings. He knew that in consequence of 
his death and resurrection, he should triumphantly appear before his 
Father’s glory in the heavenly sanctuary, with his own blood, to pre- 
sent it as a propitiation for the sins of his people. Thus a way is 
opened through the rent vail of his flesh, for sinners to enter into the 
highest heaven. Besides, the great God has declared himself, after 
the manner of men, in the presence of witnesses, well pleased in his 
beloved Son. He acknowledges him as the Mediator, or way, unto 
his favour; for it was he who predestinated sinners unto the sonship 
of children by Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good plea- 
sure of his will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
has made them accepted through the beloved, in whom they have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins, accord- 
ing to the riches of his grace. Ephes. v. 6 and 7. It washe who 
brought salvation by his Right Arm,* Jesus, when there was no eye 
to pity nor hand to help. Isaiah lxiii. God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto himself. 2 Cor. v. 19. Combine, therefore, 
his previous good will, with his cordial acceptance of his Son, when 
the propitiation was finished, and you may ask, “ who then can con- 





* «Right Arm.” It is remarkable that this was a name given in ancient 
Asiatic court’, to the prime minister or favourite of the king. A modern 
writer has used it to Talleyrand, the prime minister of France, to denote 
his efficiency for Buonaparte. 
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demn?” Where isthe punishment? The vindictive wrath of Om- 
nipotence is appeased, which threatened eternal destruction against 
all who come short of his law, the transcript of his will. 

Now it is evident from the scriptures, that the objects introduced 
through the medium of Jesus, unto the divine favour, are of the sin- 
ful race of Adam; whose lives are exhibited as a continued scene of 
transgression and corruption. It is recorded, “there is none righte- 
ous, no not one; for all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God ;” to show, that through the disobedience of their primoge itor 
Adam, they were partakers, not only of his fall and disgrace from 
the presence of the Lord, but received from him that corruption of 
nature, so banefully fraught with intent and active rebellion against 
the Most High; which renders all obnoxious to the curses written 
in the law against transgressors, and entails upon all eternal ruin. 
But this is not all, for the extreme unworthivess of their characters 
as creatures, seems to have added incomparable aggravation to their 
iniquities: for if the angels who fell, were beings of the most exalted 
nature, and dared to confront the Majesty of Heaven, who charges 
his superior angels with folly, and seeth the heavens unclean before 
him, still more daring is the indignity offered by men, worms of the 
dust, dwelling in habitations of clay, whose lives are as a span, and 
the moth overwhelms them. Ah! infatuated mortals! insult and re- 
bellion have been incessantly offered to that auspicious Being, who 
has given you existence, and crowned you with blessings innumera- 
ble. One would imagine, that the first act of transgression would 
have ushered you into that place where mercy is gone for ever. 
But behold the munificent grace of Jehovah! in opposition to this 
rebellion and insult, he adds to his long-suffering, The way of salva- 
tion. He sends forth, in the fulness of time, his beloved Son, ac- 
complishing the promises delivered by his servants the prophets. 
His Son’ is clothed with a body in the likeness of sinful flesh. 
Though free from sin, he sojourns ib this vale of tears, bears with 
patience the insulting enemies of his Father, and, continuing his lov- 
ing designs, bows his head upon the cross, exclaiming, “ salvation !” 
“ It is finished!” Then he forced a way for the guilty, through the 
grave into‘endless felicity, whither avenging justice cannot follow. 
As the Jews of old were commanded to sprinkle their doors with 
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blood, within the covert of which they had taken sanctuary, that 
the destroying angel, beholding it, might refuse to enter, so the blood 
of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. Moreover, the great Redeemer ob- 
tained from his Father, for his obedience, the enlightening influences 
of the Holy Spirit, to illuminate men, to turn them from darkness un- 
to light; from the influences of sin and Satan, to the knowledge of 
the true God ; to exhibit, before those who have often refused, the 
exceeding riches of his grace and long-suffering towards them; to 
present Jesus, (his grace still more abounding,) the way of reconci- 
liation, and redemption from the wrath to come. The Spirit teaches 
us that we have life merely by accrediting God’s testimony, relative 
to the character of the Son of God, and the work he has accomplish- 
ed, in room of the guilty. 

From these remarks we may learn, that Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is the Way of Salvation. He himself avows it in these words, 
“Tam the Way.” Men have, one and all, offended their Creator 
and Benefactor, and hang over the brink of eternal ruin; but by 
faith in the name of Jesus, they have the remission of sins that are 
past, and an inheritance among them that are sanctified. 

VINEDRESSER. 
—-e Ss 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


The following letter, directed to all the humble followers of the 
Lamb, by a very examplary young man of my acquaintance, who 
scems to be humbly devoted to the cause of God, is so full of 
Christian love and humility, that I thought it might probably be 
consolatory to at least one or two of the pious readers of the 
Christian Monitor, when the apprehenied day of storm, tempest, 
and affliction, which appears near to try and sift the righteous and 
the wicked, shall oppress und persecute the meck and lowly in 
heart. 

8th July, 18¥2. 
Dear brethren in the Lord, in whose love and tender mercies to 
us I salute you. 
Seeing, my beloved, that many of us are persecuted in spirit, even 
by those of whom we should expect help and strength, let us become 
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more united among ourselves in the love of Christ, and pray and la: 
bour for one another, with all our might and strength, that we may 
become as one band, not to be broken by the storms and tempests of 
this world. 

It is lave to God, and love towards one another, which fulfils 

the law of Christ. Therefore nothing short of this, will make us 
strong in him. He is the head of the church, my brethren; under 
his banner we must stand; and in him alone seek for shelter and 
defcuce, and, no doubt, we shall find a hiding-place in time of perse- 
eution. , 
Be encouraged, therefore, my beloved; and stir up one another te 
godly zeal, provoking one another to godliness. But whilst we are 
thus engaged to labour for Christ, our dear Master, and for our- 
selves, let us continually watch to keep out the enemy; who will 
always try to break through our walls, and cast stumbling-blocks ia 
our way. 

Take heed that ye do not admit hardness within your hearts, 
against those that persecute you. But do ye, after the blessed Mas- 
ter, pray unto the Father for them, that he may not lay to their 
charge what they do unto us. ‘To pray and labour for them, is, I 
believe, the love required from us towards them. 

In all our ways and actions, my brethren, let us keep the end in 
sight, hoping for nothing in this world, except for godliness and con- 
tentment; which no doubt will in the end bring us great gain. 

Farewell in the Lord; in whose care and mercies, I wish love 
may abide. 

From your loviug brother in the Lord. 


at 3. 


SELECT SENTENCES. 


Tue grace of God always finds us beggars, and never fails to leave 
us debtors. 

Next to being a true believer, it is the hardest thing in the world 
to be a faithful minister. 

Faith is the eye of the soul, and the Holy Spirit’s influence is the 
light by which it sees. 

















A GUILTY CONSCIENCE, &c. 


TO YOUTH. 
My son, give me thy heart. Prov. xxiii. 26, 


Give me thy heart! the Saviour cries ; 
My heart is thine ! the saint replies. 
There fix thy throne, "paintain thy cause, 
And deeply write thy holy laws. 

Soon as man enters on the busy stage of life, how many claim. 
ants demand his heart! To secure this prize, the world assumes its 
gayest blandishments, and exhibits all its charms: Satan concerts 
his deepest plans, and urges his must incessant endeavours. Je- 
hovah stoops from his radiant throne, and, in language of supreme 
authority and paternal love, makes the solemn demand—My son, 
give me thy heart. 

O my God! thy claim is indisputable ! Creation—provideoce—and 
bleeding love, form that three-fold chord, which shall for ever bind 
my heart to thee. But O! canst thou accept the poor surrender ? 
Condescending grace! Lord, stamp the likeness of thy love and ho- 
liness upon this heart—O refine and form it for thyself alone! 

My youthful reader, are these your deliberate resolves? Are 
these the habitual breathings of your inmost soul ?>—Remember, to 
withhold the heart, renders every other sacrifice not only unavailable, 
but an abomination before the Majesty of heaven. Let Emmanuel 
preside in the supreme affection of the mind, and then your joyful 
experience will attest, that all his ways are ways of pleasantness, 

and all his paths are peace. 


—) eo 
A GUILTY CONSCIENCE. 


Nor long since, a man who was insane from mental anguish, 
strolled from Philadelphia. When a celebrated Doctor of medi- 
cine, politics, and every thing else, attempted to prescribe for him, 
he said, “ Doctor, nothing ails me, but a guilty conscience! Pray, 
Doctor, did you ever feel the stings of a guilty conscience?” 


110 ANECDOTE. 


“No, no, thank God,” said the learned professor, “my com 
science never troubled me.” 

“ Well, well, then,” rejoined the maniac, “you know nothing of 
mry case; and therefore cannot be a physician for me.” 

Reader, who was the madman here? Should not acase be un- 
derstood by one who proposes the remedy ? 


et De 


- NECESSITY OF SENDING THE GOSPEL TO THE HEATHEN. 


Some of the Africans, regarding the tiger as god of the woods, 
and others, the shark as a kind of Neptune, or god of the seas, pay 
divine honours to these creatures respectively. The king of Daho- 
my worships the shark. When one of these fish is taken on that 
part of the coast which lies the nearest to his territory, it is imme- 
diately conveyed in a vehicle, somewhat resembling the palanquin 
of the east, to a temple near the king’s residence, dedicated to this 
animal. There the shark’s flesh is eaten by the king and his at- 
tendants; and, on every such occasion, a number of slaves are in- 


variably sacrificed in honour of their god. The heads of the vic- 
tims are piled up in the temples, and there are already collected 
two immense heaps of them, which are increased with every fresh 
shark brought from the coast. 


D> @ eae 


ANECDOTE. 


Louis XIV. of France, said one day to the famous father 
Massillon, “I have heard many great orators in my chapel, and I 
have always been well satisfied with them ; but every time I hear 
you, I am dissatisfied with myself.”°—Those ministers of Jesus 
Christ who are most faithful, are, indeed, the most useful, though not 
often the most popular. And those discourses which tend to open 
to us the true state of our souls, strip us of self-deception, and lead 
us, as the chief of sinners, to the Almighty Saviour, should be es- 
teemed by us tle most valuable. 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


To the Rev. Dr. Samuel Miller and his wife, the parents of 
THE LOVELY EDWARD.* 


“ This is the precious boon I crave; 
“ All other gain is loss ; 

“ That from the cradle to the grave 
“ He may subserve the cross.” 


She said, she blush’d, and kiss’d each child 
With pure maternal joy ; 

“ And I could wish,” she thought, and smil’d, 
“ One daughter was a boy.” 


A son the father too desired, 
Replenish’d with rich grace, 

Who should, with holy fervour fir’d, 
Outrun him in the race. 


For fathers can with pleasure see 
Their duteous sons excel, 

While others in the ministry 
Might have a passion fell. 


Edward was born: the favour great 
Seem’d to complete their joy ; 

And in an hour, with heart elate 
The mother bless’d her boy : 


“ Live to transmit thy Saviour’s name, 
“ The glory of his cross, 

* And dying say, all other fame 
“ My soul accounts but dross.” 





* It was the fond hope of the parents of this promising child, that he 
would be a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ. They desired no higher 
honour for him. ‘ 
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CORRECTION. 


In Zion was the infant shown, 
One of her chosen race, 


And wash’d where Jesus Christ makes known 


The fountains of his grace, 


Daily this child of promise grew 
In favour with mankind, 

And daily confirmation new 
Exhibited of mind. 


He was indeed a brilliant boy ; 
A lovelier met no eye: 

He was! alas! must we employ 
The language of a sigh? 


Far from our wretchednesg and strife, 
He, who gives angels lays, 
Remov’d him to a better life, 
To join the gen’ral praise. 


Happy in heav’n young children are, 
Who scarce life’s threshold trod, 
And happy mothers when they bear 

Such ministers of God. 


New-York, February, 1812. 


Turovcu mistake, the poetry in our last number received the 
caption of Original Poetry. The person who transmitted it for 
publication, gave no information of the source from which he de- 
rived it; but we very well remember to have seen it before in the 
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CORRECTION. 


_“Gospel Treasury,” and other publications. 


If any correspondent wishes the insertion of old poetry, which is 
not the worse for wear, he will confer a favour by stating that he has 


copied it, for the use of the Christian Monitor. 
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